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find than the proverbial  "gold in the streets/'
It was on this quest that Roggierone had taken
a large expedition up the Cononaco, into which the
Chiripuno empties. The project was ill fated from
the start. Resenting the intrusion upon their
domain, the Aucas set upon the strangers before
they could even reach their objective, split the party
and inflicted terrible losses as it fled back to
safety.
The expedition is still referred to as "Roggierone's
Disaster/3 and recalling the story brought again to
one's mind that grim, intangible menace of the
Aucas!
The absence of the much-needed Indians, the
Zaparos, decided me to leave the main party on the
rafts and to push on with a few men to Tarqui
on the Peruvian frontier to arrange for the Expedi-
tion's passage to the Napo, the nearest point where
we could now hope to obtain the necessary men for
the completion of our programme.
So I took John Ohman, Castillo, the interpreter,
and Hector with me, and we quickly prepared a dug-
out canoe, and mounted on it the outboard motor.
Then I had an idea,
Severo Vargas's contract called for a monthly rate
of pay. It is native custom in the interior that
when one contracts for Indians for a long period of
time, the period of employment is determined and
paid for by the month. And so it was with Severo
Vargas. He had blithely given me notice to "leave